1.8 pc GDP loss for disaster every year: Tofail

Bulletin Report
Some 1.8 per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) loss is occurring due to natural disasters of the country, said the Commerce minister Tofail Ahmed on Tuesday.

The minister underscored the need for undertaking joint effort to secure the life of disable people as well as disaster risk management for the betterment of the country, the minister said.

Addressing as the chief guest, the minister said, Bangladesh is a disaster-prone country in the world and more than 1million people died by Bhola cyclone in 1970, said Tofail.

But, today Bangladesh is the “Role Model of Disaster Management” around the world.
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The government is sincerely working for improving the life of disable people as well as undertaking several initiatives for developing disaster risk management.

Private sector can play an important role for improving the disaster management along with the government initiative, said the minister while addressing a working session of the 2nd International Conference on ‘ Disability and Disaster Risk Management’ at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC) in the city.

Sheikh fazle Rahim, Senior Vice –President of the Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) presided over the meeting, 

He said after the tragic incident of Rana Plaza, the private sector is spending huge money to make green factory so that the risk factors declines.

He assured the private sector will undertake holistic measures to improve the disaster risk management across the country.

Asif Ibrahim, Chairman, UN ESCAP sustainable Business Network), Action Aid BD said disaster impact assessment will be ensured for sustainable development.
Md. SirajusSalekin, Speech Therapist said Bhola cyclone was a devastating disaster for the country due to poor information communication system but the situation has changed.

 Munir Chowdhury, Director General, WTO Cell, Ministry of Commerce, Md. Abdul LAtif Khan, International Relief Expert, Md. BelayetHossain, National centre for Special Education, Department of Social Science and AM Nasiruddin, Manager, UN World Economic Situation and Prospects also took part on the occasion. 

